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· · ORANGE, CALIFORNIA, JULY 14, 2023, JUDGE CLAUSTRO

· · · · · · · · · · ·MORNING SESSION

· · · · · · · · · · · · * * * * *

· · · · ·(THE FOLLOWING COURT PROCEEDINGS WERE HELD IN

OPEN COURT AND VIA REMOTE PLATFORM:)

· · · · ·THE COURT:· LET'S GO ON THE RECORD ON ROBERTSON

VERSUS ZULLO, 17FL00138.· MS. ROBERTSON, PLEASE STEP

FORWARD, MA'AM.

· · · · ·THE PETITIONER:· GOOD MORNING, YOUR HONOR.

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO:· GOOD MORNING, YOUR HONOR.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· MR. SERRANO, WILL YOU PLEASE TURN ON

YOUR CAMERA.· MR. ZULLO, WILL YOU PLEASE TURN ON YOUR

CAMERA.

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO:· THERE YOU GO.· IT WASN'T WORKING

FOR A SECOND.· GOOD MORNING, RAFAEL SERRANO APPEARING FOR

MR. ZULLO, WHO IS PRESENT VIA ZOOM.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· ALL RIGHT.· AND, MR. ZULLO, WOULD

YOU PLEASE TURN ON YOUR CAMERA?

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO, HAVE YOU BEEN GENERALLY RETAINED ON

THIS CASE?

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO:· YES, YOUR HONOR.· ALTHOUGH, I'M

NOT THE ATTORNEY PRIMARY RESPONSIBLE, BUT I'M MAKING

APPEARANCE ON BEHALF OF OUR FIRM.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· SO MR. SERRANO IS MAKING A GENERAL

APPEARANCE.· MS. ROBERTSON IS HERE.· THE COURT AND --

MR. SERRANO, YOUR CLIENT WAS ORDERED TO BE HERE THIS



MORNING.· WHY IS HE NOT HERE?

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO:· I UNDERSTAND, YOUR HONOR.· I AM

NOT -- I DON'T HAVE AN ANSWER.· I CAN FIND OUT FOR YOU.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· ALL RIGHT.· I'M ORDERING YOUR CLIENT

HERE AT 1:30.· IF HE IS NOT HERE, I AM GOING TO HOLD A

WARRANT FOR HIM TO -- FOR FAILING TO APPEAR.

· · · · ·DO YOU UNDERSTAND?

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO:· UNDERSTOOD, YOUR HONOR.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· AND, MS. ROBERTSON, UNFORTUNATELY,

I'M GOING TO HAVE YOU COME BACK AT 1:30 THIS AFTERNOON,

AND JUST SO YOU KNOW, MR. SERRANO, THE LAST TIME WE WERE

HERE, THERE WAS NO ACTION TAKEN BECAUSE MR. ZULLO WAS

ACTING INAPPROPRIATELY TOWARDS ONE OF OUR JUDICIAL

OFFICERS.· THAT'S NOT GOING TO HAPPEN HERE TODAY.· I NEED

HIM HERE AT 1:30.

· · · · ·JUST HOUSEKEEPING, MS. ROBERTSON, I HAVE AN IN

MY HANDS A DOCUMENT THAT APPEARS TO BE A FINANCIAL

STATEMENT SIMPLIFIED.· IT APPEARS TO ME THAT YOU ARE

CAPABLE OF HIRING A LAWYER.· HAVE YOU CONSULTED A LAWYER

TO REPRESENT YOU ON THIS CASE?

· · · · ·THE PETITIONER:· NO, YOUR HONOR.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· ALL RIGHT.· I WOULD HIGHLY RECOMMEND

YOU HIRE A LAWYER.· BEFORE YOU LEAVE THIS MORNING, I'M

GOING TO PROVIDE YOU WITH SEVERAL NUMBERS OF PEOPLE THAT

WE HAVE ON THE INDIGENT PANEL THAT HANDLE THESE TYPES OF

MATTERS.



· · · · ·I WAS INITIALLY GOING TO APPOINT ON BECAUSE I

KNOW YOUR PREVIOUS INCOME AND EXPENSE DECLARATION HAD

MINIMAL OR NO INCOME.· NOW, IT APPEARS YOU HAVE INCOME

SUFFICIENT TO HIRE A LAWYER TO REPRESENT YOU ON THIS

CASE.· I CANNOT APPOINT AN INDIGENT PANEL ATTORNEY.· I'M

GOING TO GIVE A LIST OF THOSE TO CONTACT TO SEE IF THEY

CAN REPRESENT YOU.

· · · · ·I'M GOING TO TRAIL THIS MATTER UNTIL 1:30 FOR

MR. ZULLO TO APPEAR.· MR. SERRANO, IN LIGHT OF YOUR

RECENT -- YOUR OFFICE'S RECENT APPOINTMENT, YOU CAN

APPEAR AT 1:30, BUT I'M ORDERING YOU BACK HERE -- LET'S

MAKE IT 1:45 THIS AFTERNOON TO APPEAR ON THIS CASE.

· · · · ·SO WE'RE IN RECESS UNTIL THEN.· MA'AM, WAIT

AROUND IN THE COURTROOM.· MR. SERRANO.

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO:· YES, YOUR HONOR.· I JUST WANT TO

CLARIFY.· AM I ALLOWED TO APPEAR REMOTELY?

· · · · ·THE COURT:· YOU ARE ALLOWED TO APPEAR ON ZOOM.

I'M ORDERING THAT YOUR CLIENT BE HERE AT 1:30 TO BE

CONSISTENT WITH COMMISSIONER SOLIS'S PRIOR ORDER.

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO:· UNDERSTOOD.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· WE'LL SEE YOU ALL AT 1:30.

· · · · ·THE PETITIONER:· YOUR HONOR, IS IT -- YOU WANT

ME TO GO HIRE AN ATTORNEY RIGHT NOW?

· · · · ·THE COURT:· I AM GOING TO GIVE YOU A LIST OF

ATTORNEYS --

· · · · ·THE PETITIONER:· I CAN'T -- I HAVE TO --



· · · · ·THE COURT:· MR. SERRANO, MY INTENT IS TO GIVE

HER TIME TO HIRE AN ATTORNEY TO REPRESENT HER.

NEVERTHELESS, SHE IS HERE.· YOUR CLIENT WAS ORDERED TO BE

HERE; HE IS NOT.· THAT'S MY BIGGEST CONCERN.

· · · · ·WE'LL RECONVENE AT 1:45.

· · · · ·THE PETITIONER:· IF I DON'T HAVE AN ATTORNEY, IS

THAT OKAY FOR TODAY?

· · · · ·THE COURT:· TODAY IS FINE.

· · · · ·WE'LL SEE BACK AT 1:45.

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO:· THANK YOU.

· · · · ·(THE MATTER IS TRAILED.)



· · ORANGE, CALIFORNIA, JULY 14, 2023, JUDGE CLAUSTRO

· · · · · · · · · · AFTERNOON SESSION

· · · · · · · · · · · · * * * * *

· · · · ·(THE FOLLOWING PROCEEDINGS WERE HELD IN OPEN

COURT AND VIA REMOTE PLATFORM:)

· · · · ·THE COURT:· LET'S GO BACK ON THE RECORD ON THE

ROBERTSON VERSUS ZULLO MATTER, 17FL00138.

· · · · ·MS. ROBERTSON, WILL YOU PLEASE STEP FORWARD?

· · · · ·THE PETITIONER:· MR. SERRANO IS ON ZOOM.

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO, MS. ROBERTSON IS ON -- IS IN THE

COURTROOM, AND THE PRIOR TO THE LUNCH HOUR, I ASKED YOU

TO HAVE YOUR CLIENT HERE IN THE AFTERNOON.

· · · · ·WHY IS HE NOT IN COURT?

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO:· YOUR HONOR, THERE'S BEEN AN

IRREMEDIABLE BREAK DOWN OF THE ATTORNEY-CLIENT

RELATIONSHIP, AND WE'RE ASKING TO BE RELIEVED AS ATTORNEY

OF RECORD.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· ALL RIGHT.· I NOTICE YOUR MOTION.

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO, WOULD YOU PLEASE NOTICE YOUR

MOTION, AND MAKE SURE YOU HAVE THE DOCUMENTS FILED.  I

USUALLY HEAR THOSE ON FRIDAY, SO YOU CAN NOTICE IN THE

MEANTIME, AND WE'D BE HAPPY TO ADDRESS THAT ISSUE AT ANY

TIME IN THE FUTURE.· BUT FOR PURPOSES OF TODAY, YOU

REMAIN ON UNTIL I GET THIS MOTION FROM YOU.

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO:· UNDERSTOOD.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· MR. ZULLO, PLEASE TURN YOUR CAMERA



ON.· ALL RIGHT.· THE RECORD'S GOING TO REFLECT IT'S NOW

1:59 IN THE AFTERNOON.· MR. ZULLO IS NOT PRESENT IN THE

COURTROOM.· MS. ROBERTSON IS HERE, SO THE COURT IS GOING

TO CONDUCT IT'S ACTIVITY WITHOUT MR. ZULLO BEING HERE IN

PERSON.

· · · · ·THE FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS IS, MR. ZULLO, I'M

GOING TO PUT THIS IN THE MINUTE ORDER, AND I DON'T KNOW

IF YOU'RE LISTENING TO ME OR NOT, BUT I'M GOING TO MAKE

SURE MAKE THAT YOU HEAR IT AND IT MAKES IT INTO THE

RECORD.

· · · · ·THE LAST TIME THIS MATTER WAS SET, YOU MADE SOME

DISPARAGING COMMENTS TOWARDS A JUDICIAL COLLEAGUE OF

MINE, COMMISSIONER SOLIS, AND I'M GOING TO WARN UNDER

CALIFORNIA CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE SECTION 1209, THIS

COURT WILL NOT TOLERATE YOUR BEHAVIOR TOWARDS A JUDICIAL

OFFICER.· I'M PUTTING YOU ON NOTICE THAT ANY RUDE,

INSOLENT, INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR THAT INTERRUPTS

PROCEEDINGS FURTHER WILL RESULT IN CONTEMPT.

· · · · ·CONTEMPT IS SUBJECT FIVE DAYS IN JAIL PER

OCCURRENCE AND $1,000 PER OCCURRENCE UNDER CALIFORNIA

CIVIL CODE OF PROCEDURE UNDER 1218.· THE FIRST ORDER OF

BUSINESS FOR ME IS, YOU'RE NOT HERE, SIR, THAT'S A DIRECT

VIOLATION OF THE PREVIOUS COURT ORDER.· SO FOR THAT, I'M

GOING TO SANCTION YOU $1,000 FOR NOT TURNING ON YOUR

CAMERA AND NOT BEING IN COURT.· THAT'S GOING TO BE

PAYABLE IN 30 DAYS FROM TODAY, AUGUST 14TH, 2023 CLOSE OF



BUSINESS.

· · · · ·YOU ARE REQUIRED TO PAY $1,000 FINE FOR NOT

ABIDING BY THE COURT'S ORDERS.· THE COURT'S GOING TO MAKE

THE FOLLOWING RECORD:· AT THE LAST PROCEEDING MR. ZULLO

WAS ORDERED BY JUDGE -- COMMISSIONER SOLIS TO APPEAR

TODAY IN PERSON.· HE HAS NOT MADE AN APPEARANCE THIS

MORNING IN PERSON.· FOR SOME REASON, MR. ZULLO APPEARS TO

BE ON ZOOM.· I DID NOT GRANT HIM PERMISSION TO BE HERE ON

ZOOM.· THEREFORE, YOU ARE IN DIRECT VIOLATION OF

COMMISSION SOLIS'S ORDER.

· · · · ·I'M GOING TO READ INTO THE RECORD WHAT THE ORDER

WAS.· THE ORDER FROM JUNE 2ND, 2023 INDICATED THAT THE

MATTER WAS CONTINUED TODAY, JULY 14TH, 2023, 8:30 IN THE

MORNING IN THIS DEPARTMENT FOR FURTHER HEARING.· THE

CITEE, MS. ROBERTSON, WAS ORDERED TO APPEAR IN PERSON ON

THIS DATE, AND MR. ZOOLOO (PHONETIC) -- I'M SORRY.

MR. ZULLO WAS ORDERED TO APPEAR IN PERSON ON THIS DATE,

AS WELL.· HIS FAILURE TO APPEAR -- HE'S FAILED TO APPEAR.

THEREFORE, THE COURT IS GOING TO ISSUE THOSE SANCTIONS AS

INDICATED EARLIER.

· · · · ·THE HEARING NOW IS BEING CONDUCTED VIA ZOOM, AND

CIVIL CODE OF PROCEDURE SECTIONS 367.75 INDICATES THAT

THE COURT MAY CONDUCT PROCEEDINGS VIA ZOOM OR IN PERSON.

IN THIS PARTICULAR INSTANCE, GIVEN THE NATURE OF THE

CASE, IT'S A CONTEMPT MATTER THAT WAS FILED BY MR. ZULLO.

· · · · ·MS. ROBERTSON HAS BEEN HERE BEFORE.· THERE'S



BEEN NO EXCHANGE OF DISCOVERY ON THIS CASE TO ALLOW

MS. ROBERTSON TO PREPARE HER MATTER.· THE COURT REQUIRES

THAT EXCHANGE IN DISCOVERY.· MR. ZULLO IS NOT HERE.· I'M

ALSO ORDERING MR. ZULLO TO TURN OVER DISCOVERY OR PROVIDE

DISCOVERY TO MS. ROBERTSON OR HER COUNSEL BY THE CLOSE OF

BUSINESS ON AUGUST 14TH AT -- AUGUST 14 END OF BUSINESS

BY 5:00 P.M.

· · · · ·FAILURE TO PROVIDE DISCOVERY TO MS. ROBERTSON OR

COUNSEL WILL RESULT THE COURT DISMISSING THIS MATTER

PURSUANT TO PENAL CODE SECTION 1385 AT THE COURT'S

DISCRETION FOR FAILING TO ABIDE BY THE COURT'S ORDERS.

I'M PUTTING YOU ON NOTICE, MR. ZULLO, YOU ARE NOT TURNING

YOUR CAMERA ON.· YOU ARE NOT RESPONDING TO ME, AND YOU

ARE NOT AVAILING YOURSELF OF THIS COURT.

· · · · ·SO, MS. ROBERTSON, BEFORE THE LUNCH HOUR, I

ASKED YOU HOW MUCH TIME YOU NEEDED TO BE PRESENT THE NEXT

TIME WITH YOUR LAWYER.· DO YOU HAVE A DATE IN MIND?

· · · · ·THE PETITIONER:· I HAVE NOT FOUND AN ATTORNEY

YET.· IT'S HARD TO GET ONE BECAUSE MR. ZULLO ATTACKS ALL

OF MY ATTORNEYS.

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO:· YOUR HONOR, MAY I BE HEARD

BRIEFLY?

· · · · ·THE COURT:· GO AHEAD, MS. SERRANO.

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO:· THE ONLY COMMUNICATION THAT I WAS

ABLE TO OBTAIN THAT MAY BE RELEVANT FOR TODAY'S PURPOSES

IS THAT MR. ZULLO IS APPARENTLY EXHIBITING COVID-19



SYMPTOMS.· AND FOR THAT REASON WAS INDICATING THAT HE WAS

NOT PERMITTED TO BE PRESENT IN PERSON.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· MR. SERRANO, I'LL TAKE YOUR

REPRESENTATION AS AN OFFICER OF THE COURT THAT THAT IS

HIS EXCUSE.· IF THAT'S THE CASE, I NEED PROOF OF THAT,

AND I WILL CONSIDER VACATING MY ORDER FOR $1,000 IN

SANCTIONS IF HE PROVIDES ME ADEQUATE PROOF THAT HE HAS

COVID.

· · · · ·THE PROBLEM THAT YOU ARE UNAWARE OF, MR.

SERRANO, THIS CASE HAS BEEN AN ON-GOING ISSUE IN THIS

COURT HOUSE -- IN THIS COUNTY QUITE FRANKLY WITH

MR. ZULLO, AND THIS COURT IS NOT GOING TO ENTERTAIN

MR. ZULLO'S TACTICAL REASONS FOR DOING THINGS.

· · · · ·IN THIS PARTICULAR INSTANCE, I AM MAKING A

FINDING THAT HE HAS INTENTIONALLY FAILED TO ABIDE BY

COURT'S ORDER, THE ORDER TO BE HERE TODAY.· THE COURT

-- HE'S FAILED TO ABIDE BY OTHER ORDERS OF THIS COURT,

SPECIFICALLY TO TURN ON HIS CAMERA.· SO I DON'T KNOW WHAT

HE IS DOING BACK THERE.· THERE IS A MESSAGE ON CHAT WHERE

HE IS REQUESTING TO BE UNMUTED, AND HE SAYS, "I CAN'T

HAVE A RESTRAINING ORDER."· I DON'T KNOW WHAT THAT MEANS.

· · · · ·NEVERTHELESS, HE IS NOT AVAILING HIMSELF TO ME.

I'M MAKING MY ORDERS.· I'LL PROVIDE HIM WITH A MAIL COPY

OF MY ORDERS, AND AN E-MAIL COPY OF MY ORDERS.· THOSE

ORDERS FOR 30-DAY REQUEST TO PROVIDE THAT INFORMATION TO

MS. ROBERTSON OR THE COURT IS FINE.



· · · · ·THERE'S A MESSAGE ON THERE THAT HE HAS A

RESTRAINING ORDER; HE CAN'T CONTACT MS. ROBERTSON.

THAT'S FINE.· MR. ZULLO CAN PROVIDE THE DISCOVERY TO THIS

COURT.· I WILL PROVIDE IT, THEREAFTER TO MS. ROBERTSON'S

ATTORNEY.· SO YOU CAN HEAR ME, MR. ZULLO, BECAUSE YOU'RE

RESPONDING.· SO YOU ARE ORDERED TO PROVIDE THAT DISCOVERY

TO ME TO THIS DEPARTMENT IN PERSON IN PAPER ON OR BEFORE

THE CLOSE OF AUGUST 14TH, 2023, OR THIS CASE WILL BE

DISMISSED PURSUANT TO P.C. 1385 AT THE COURT'S

DISCRETION.

· · · · ·ALL RIGHT.· I'M GOING TO MAKE A SCREENSHOT OF

THIS.· THE COURT IS GOING TO FIND MR. ZULLO IN CONTEMPT,

DIRECT CONTEMPT OF THE COURT UNDER 1209.· THE REASON IS

AS FOLLOWS:· IT'S NOW 2:07 IN THE AFTERNOON, AND

MR. ZULLO HAS INDICATED IN HIS CHAT THAT I'M GOING TO

PRINT.· THAT HE WANTS -- "UNMUTE ME, IDIOT"· IS THE WORD

HE PUT ON THERE.

· · · · ·MR. ZULLO, THAT'S DIRECT CONTEMPT OF THE COURT.

IN ADDITION TO THE $1,000 FINE, I'M GOING TO ORDER YOU TO

SHOW UP ON THE 14TH IN PERSON AND PROVIDE ME AN

EXPLANATION OF WHY I SHOULDN'T ADD TO THOSE FINES OR WHY

I SHOULDN'T PUT YOU IN JAIL ON THAT DATE.

· · · · ·I AM NOT GOING TO ALLOW YOU TO ADDRESS ME

BECAUSE THIS IS HOW YOU SPEAK.· MA'AM, HOW MUCH TIME DO

YOU NEED?

· · · · ·THE PETITIONER:· I REALLY DON'T KNOW, YOUR



HONOR.· THE LAST ATTORNEY I HAD MR. ZULLO REALLY -- HE

HAD TO GET A RESTRAINING ORDER, AND IT'S REALLY HARD TO

GET AN ATTORNEY, SO I DON'T KNOW.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· I'LL MAKE THAT DECISION FOR YOU.

· · · · ·THE PETITIONER:· I WAS HOPING THAT THIS COURT

COULD BE DISMISSED TODAY BECAUSE I'VE BEEN COMING HERE

EVERY TIME, AND HE IS NOT SHOWING UP.· I FEEL LIKE I'M

WASTING MY TIME.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· I MADE CERTAIN ORDERS, SO IF WE

DON'T GET THE INFORMATION THAT WE NEED BY AUGUST 14TH, I

AM GOING TO DISMISS THIS CASE.· IT DOESN'T MATTER HOW

MANY INSULTS MR. ZULLO PUTS ON THE ZOOM CAMERA.· IT'S NO

PROBLEM.· WE ARE GOING TO TAKE RECORD OF THOSE AND DEAL

WITH THOSE ACCORDINGLY.

· · · · ·I'M GOING TO ORDER YOU BACK HERE 60 DAYS, MA'AM,

IN PERSON.· I'M MAKE IT -- MAKE YOU SHOW UP HERE ON

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER THE 15TH, 8:30 IN THE MORNING FOR

FURTHER ARRAIGNMENT.· ALL RIGHT.· THAT MEANS YOU DO NOT

QUALIFY FOR THE SERVICES AN ATTORNEY.· SO WHAT I'M GOING

TO DO TODAY IS CONTINUE YOUR ARRAIGNMENT.

· · · · ·BY PUTTING YOUR ARRAIGNMENT OVER AND CONTINUING

IT TO SEPTEMBER 15TH.· DO YOU UNDERSTAND AND AGREE THAT

YOUR TRIAL ON THIS CASE WILL NOT HAPPEN UNTIL 45 DAYS

AFTER THE 15TH OF SEPTEMBER.

· · · · ·THE PETITIONER:· UH-HUH.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· IS THAT A YES?



· · · · ·THE PETITIONER:· YES.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· TRY TO GET A LAWYER BEFORE THEN, AND

WE WILL LET YOU KNOW ON THE 14TH IF THIS CASE WILL BE

DISMISSED ON THE 15TH, SO YOU DON'T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT

THAT.· DO YOU UNDERSTAND WHAT I MEAN?

· · · · ·THE PETITIONER:· YES, YOUR HONOR.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· I NEED DISCOVERY FROM MR. ZULLO, AND

IF MR. ZULLO DOES NOT PROVIDE THAT, I AM GOING TO 1385

IT, WHICH MEAN THIS CASE WILL BE GONE.· THEN, YOU WON'T

HAVE TO HAVE SOMEBODY HERE, BUT I NEED SET A FUTURE DATE.

· · · · ·THE PETITIONER:· SO SEPTEMBER 15TH.

· · · · ·THE COURT:· SEPTEMBER 15 ALL PARTIES HERE IN

PERSON, AND WE'RE OFF THE RECORD.· I'M GOING TO MAKE A

DIGITAL RECORD OF WHAT WE'RE DOING TODAY.

· · · · ·THANK YOU FOR APPEARANCE, MR. SERRANO.

· · · · ·WE'RE OFF THE RECORD.

· · · · ·MR. SERRANO:· THANK YOU, YOUR HONOR.

· · · · ·THE PETITIONER:· THANK YOU.

· · · · ·(COURT IS IN RECESS.)
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